A. Brooks et al. (1) report that mortality increased exponentially for a cohort of 180,000 nematodes of the species Caenorhabditis elegans of the single genotype TJ 1060 [spe-9(hc88) fer-15(b26)]. A closer look at the data (Fig. 1 ) reveals that from days 5 through 8 mortality increased at a rate of 0.58 ± 0.0004, which is more than twice the rate thereafter (0.21 ± 0.02). Such a "biphasic pattern," with death rates increasing rapidly at younger ages and more slowly at older ages, was also found in a genetically heterogeneous population of 79 recombinant-inbred (RI) nematode strains (1). The deceleration of mortality for the heterogeneous population is of high statistical significance (P < 0.001) even when the population is divided into quartiles on the basis of life expectancy. Gompertz' law (2), which states that death rates increase exponentially at the same rate at all ages older than some initial age (such as the age of sexual maturity), does not hold for either the isogenetic or heterogeneous nematode populations.
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The genotype TJ 1060 used in the isogenic experiment suffered higher mortality and a more rapid rate of mortality increase with age ( Fig. 1) This resulted from growth at a higher temperature (25.50C as opposed to 20TC) and at higher food concentrations (on agar plates rather than liquid survival medium); Fig. 1 . Age-specific central death rates (0) and estimated trajectory of mortality for TJ1 060 nematodes. The vertical bars at each point indicate the range of death rates that, with probability exceeding 1%, might have produced a death count at least as extreme as that observed. For days 5 through 13, the observed death rates are based on samples of the population that were subcultured (1). Because there are no significant differences between age-specific death rates in the subcultures, available data were combined for each day of observation. The central death rate at age x is given by these environmental conditions affect life expectancy (3 (5) . The clear that q cannot be described by Gompertz' formula, because a Gompertz curve rises exponentially from its initial value toward infinity as age increases, but the probability q is bounded by 1. This is apparent in figure 1 of (1); note that some of the values of m in Fig. 1 exceed 1 Brooks et al. (1) suggest that the slowing of age-specific mortality rates observed in earlier studies of Drosophila cohorts at older ages (2) may have resulted from contamination by recruitment of progeny. However, in these earlier experiments (2) (i) only male flies were studied and no sexing errors were detected during daily observations and (ii) vials were changed once a week, which is too fast to allow hatching, larval development, pupation, and emergence of new adults.
For all but about 20 min per day experimental flies were kept in an air-tight incubator with no other stocks; there were no other Drosophila cultures in the third-floor laboratory where survivorship was studied, and the nearest foreign Drosophila cultures were in a basement laboratory. Dead flies were counted daily, but once a week live flies were counted, which allowed a direct assessment of immigration rates. In two vials (out of thousands) a discrepancy was found that suggested immigration, which was attributed to miscounting (live flies can become trapped between the glass and the vial plug and miss being counted). These two vials were excluded from the analysis. Even 
